
   

 

Croton-Harmon Union Free School District 

10 Gerstein Street 

Croton-on-Hudson, New York 10520 
 

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

                ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

November 2019 
 

Dear Croton-Harmon Students, Staff, Parents and Community, 

It certainly has been a very busy fall season to date.  Our students have been actively involved with their 
academics, clubs and sports. We also have students preparing for the high school musical, “Into the 
Woods,” which is scheduled for Friday, November 22nd, Saturday, November 23rd, and Sunday, 
November 24th.  The students are welcoming the senior citizens to a special dress rehearsal and dessert 
evening on November 21st.  I can’t wait to see the production!!! 
 
At this time of year, as I think about Thanksgiving, I am reminded of a Winnie the Pooh quote (A.A. Milne), 
 

 “What day is it?” asked Pooh. 
“It’s today,” squeaked Piglet. 
“My favorite day,” said Pooh.” 

 
As a learning community we have so much to be thankful. Each day brings us all opportunities to grow 
and learn.  I am so thankful for our community involvement on our committees, the support we receive 
from our PTAs, SEPTA and CHEF and how our faculty and staff go above and beyond to create 
meaningful learning experiences in and out of the classroom. 
 
Each day I see students “seizing the moment” by taking advantage of their learning opportunities.  This 
month at CET our students learned about food allergies while their REACH assemblies focused on 
respect and personal space.  Local veterans were invited to CET for a celebration on November 15th. 
Continuing with this theme, PVC students interviewed veterans and partnered with Croton Caring to 
provide lunch to our veterans on Saturday, November 16th.  At the high school, several students and 
faculty engaged in an after school book study exploring the themes from Ta-Nehisi Coates book, Between 
the World and Me.  It is with a sense of gratitude and pride that I share these stories about our students. 
 
I am thrilled with our recycling and composting efforts in each school.  Recycling and other environmental 
initiatives remain a high priority for Croton-Harmon Schools. With our Child Nutrition Program in full swing, 
the Greenburgh Nature Center has visited each school to educate students, faculty and staff on the 
composting process.  We are striving for ZERO WASTE. The district will begin carting food scraps once 
students and staff master sorting, with a less than 10% error rate. The nature center is closely monitoring 
our progress. 
 
As the snowy weather is just around the corner, a reminder that during and after a storm, our buildings 
and grounds staff work tirelessly to ready our campuses for school while our supervisor of transportation 
assesses road conditions. Our Safe Routes to School campaign reminds us how important it is to have 
sidewalks cleared so our walkers have a safe route, too. We thank you in advance for helping our 
students get to school.  As the saying goes, “It takes a village…” 
 
In closing, it is my sincere hope that you enjoy the upcoming Thanksgiving holiday and thank you to all 
who support our students and schools. 
 
Yours in Mission Possible, 
 
 
 
Dr. Deborah O’Connell 
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THINK. CREATE. REFLECT. RESPECT 

 

Challenging All Students to be Critical and Creative Thinkers 


